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Economic power is shifting east. Of the next 1 billion 

entrants to the middle class, what percentage will come 

from Asia? 
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The rise of the global middle class
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More people on the move
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The growth in AI technologies
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Traditional measures of civic participation are declining 

across the OECD. In the last 20 years, which OECD country 

has seen the largest decline in voter turnout? 

• Chile

• France

• Greece

• Australia

Public Matters



Traditional measures of civic participation are declining 

across the OECD. In the last 20 years, which OECD country 

has seen the largest decline in voter turnout? 

• Chile

• France

• Greece

• Australia

Public Matters



Declining voter turnout

Change in average voting rates per decade in OECD countries, 1990s and 2010s

Source: International IDEA (2018), International Voter Turnout Database, www.idea.int.
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Increasing online information

Individuals using the Internet (last 3 months) for reading/downloading the news online, 2005 and 2017
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Source: OECD (2018), ICT Access and Usage by Households and Individuals (database). https://stats.oecd.org/.



Growing inequality

Trends in real household incomes by percentile, OECD average, 1985-2015
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In 2018, what was the most common reason for data 

records lost in cyber breaches?

• Accidently published

• Inside job

• Poor security

• Lost/stolen device

Security in a Risky World
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Growing cyber risk

World’s biggest data breaches by method of leak (billions of records lost), 2004-2018
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Natural disasters increasing worldwide

Number of recorded events, 1900-2018 
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Source: EM-DAT (2018), The Emergency Events Database - Université catholique de Louvain (UCL) - CRED, 

www.emdat.be.



Rising debt

Household savings (% of disposable income, left axis) and household debt (% of disposable income, right axis), 

OECD average, 1970-2016

Source: OECD (2018), OECD National Accounts Statistics (database), https://stats.oecd.org/.
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Between 1970 and 2017, the average number of years 

people spent in retirement increased by how much?

• 5 years

• 7 years

• 10 years

• 13 years

Living Longer, Living Better
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Years in retirement increasing

Average across all OECD countries, 1970-2016 
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Dementia rates growing
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Increasingly digital

Different Internet uses by age group (last 3 months), OECD average, 2008, 2013 and 2017

Figure 4.9
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The marketplace for those demanding and supplying 
freelance work is now digitised. In 2005, the online 
platforms Upwork and Freelancer had 2.6 million users. 
Approximately how many were registered in 2016?

• 10 million

• 20 million

• 35 million

• 50 million

Modern Cultures
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Growing virtual freelancing

Sources: OECD (2017), OECD Employment Outlook 2017, https://doi.org/10.1787/empl_outlook-2017-en.

Figure 5.2
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Mass self-communication and creative expression

Individuals using the Internet (last 3 months) for uploading self-created content on sharing websites, 2008 and 

2017

Figure 5.7
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Fathers becoming more involved

Number of OECD countries granting paid paternity leave, 1975-2016

Source: OECD (2018),”Length of paid father-specific leave (indicator)”, OECD Gender Data Portal, 

http://www.oecd.org/gender/data/. 
Figure 5.4
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Thank you!

For more information:

www.oecd.org/education/ceri/trends-shaping-education

Tracey.Burns@oecd.org

http://www.oecd.org/education/ceri/trends-shaping-education

